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Press Release

Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII) Hosts its 25" Convocation

Ahmedabad, 18 May 2026: Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII),
Ahmedabad, a 'Centre of Excellence' recognised by the Ministry of Skill Development &
Entrepreneurship, Government of India, hosted its 25th convocation of academic
programmes on May 18, 2026, at its Ahmedabad campus. The event was graced by
chief guest Shri Vinai Kumar Saxena, Hon'ble Lieutenant Governor, Union Territory of
Ladakh. Also present on the occasion were Shri Rakesh Sharma, President — EDII and
Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer, IDBI Bank Limited; Dr. Sunil Shukla,
Director General, EDII; and esteemed members of the EDIl Governing Board including
Shri Gopal Jha, Chief General Manager (SME & Supply Change Finance), State Bank of
India, Mumbai; Dr. Milind Kamble, Founder Chairman, Dalit Indian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (DICCI), Pune; Shri Rajesh Gandhi, Managing Director, Vadilal
Industries Ltd., Ahmedabad and Dr. O. P. Goel, Advisor to CEO, National Skill
Development Corporation, New Delhi.

98 students and scholars were conferred with diplomas and graduating certificates, at
the 25" convocation, across academic programmes. This year’s graduating batch
represents 76 Post Graduate Diploma in Management — Entrepreneurship (PGDM - E)
students, 8 Post Graduate Diploma in Management-Innovation Entrepreneurship &
Venture Development (PGDM-IEV) students, 11 Post Graduate Diploma in Management
— Online (PGDM-Online) students and 3 Fellow Programme in Management (FPM)
students.

While 38 students of PGDM-E have finalised their 5 year Perspective Growth Plan, 46
students of PGDM-E and PGDM-IEV programme have prepared Detailed Project Report
(DPR). Students have also secured grant sanctions from the student start-up innovation
policy. Some of the business identified domains include: Plastic Waste Recycling Plant,
Al Platforms, Child Mental Health, Landscaping & Horticulture Solutions, Pet Health Tech
Ecosystem and Manufacturing of Biodegradable Paper Bottles.

Encouraging the students, Chief Guest Shri Vinai Kumar Saxena, Hon'ble Lieutenant
Governor (LG) of the Union Territory of Ladakh, said, “Reaching significant milestones
often creates the illusion that our education is complete. But this is not true. Learning is
a lifelong, perpetual journey. To thrive in an ever-evolving world, one must maintain the
curiosity, the eagerness to learn something new, and evolve as a better professional.
The world around you, would always demand you to remain a student, and a scholar in
pursuit of knowledge. This thirst of knowledge, will help you strengthen your abilities,
and make you ready, for facing the ever-changing world of today. So, to the graduates, |
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would say, become great entrepreneurs, play ethically, as that is the greatest service,
you can do to yourself, and the country. Set your goals, work tirelessly to achieve them,
and dedicate yourself to the service of the nation and the mankind.”

Addressing the students, Shri Rakesh Sharma, President — EDIl and Managing Director
& Chief Executive Officer, IDBI Bank Limited, said, “Innovation remains the cornerstone
of entrepreneurship. While EDIlI alumni have exemplified this spirit, | urge, the
graduating students, to remain lifelong learners- to question assumptions, explore
alternatives and approach challenges with creativity and purpose. In a world defined by
volatility, uncertainty, complexity and ambiguity, adaptability is no longer optional — it is
essential. However, let me reiterate a true entrepreneur is never discouraged by
roadblocks. On the contrary, challenges must strengthen your resolve and sharpen your
focus. With resilience, determination and courage, you must confront obstacles and
move forward.”

Dr. Sunil Shukla, Director General, EDII, shared, “Over the past more than four decades,
we have witnessed a palpable upsurge in the spirit of entrepreneurship. Today, amidst
all the policies and development models, entrepreneurship has a crucial role to play.
The start-up wave is impressing upon our youth to adopt entrepreneurship as a career. |
am also happy to state that the significance of training and mentorship to create
entrepreneurs has got established like never before. The society today acknowledges
the power of knowledge, skills and determination in the growth of an enterprise and an
entrepreneur.”

The event concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr. Sunil Shukla, Director General, EDII.

» Scholastic Awards (2026):

« Dahyabhai Chhotalal Charity Foundation (Remik) Sponsored Gold Medal for
Scholastic Performance in New Enterprise Creation

Saubhagyavardhan Shukla

Detailed Project Report on ReWork, a platform facilitating intergenerational
collaboration by enabling retirees to engage in flexible job opportunities, project-
based work and mentorship roles, ensuring purposeful application of their
experience and knowledge.

o Dahyabhai Chhotalal Charity Foundation (Remik) Sponsored Silver Medal for
Scholastic Performance in New Enterprise Creation

Anshika Gupta
Detailed Project Report on TANB Virtual Infra, a localized Infrastructure-as-a-
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Service (laaS) platform designed to provide secure, scalable and affordable digital
infrastructure solutions for Indian MSMEs and government enterprises.

o Dahyabhai Chhotalal Charity Foundation (Remik) Sponsored Gold Medal for
Scholastic Performance in Family Business Management

Darshan Sanghani

Five Year Perspective Growth Plan for Chetsa Bathware Pvt. Ltd., Jamnagar,
Gujarat. It is a bath fittings manufacturing company focused on delivering
premium-quality faucets, showerheads and bathroom accessories that combine
durability, functionality, and modern aesthetics.

o Dahyabhai Chhotalal Charity Foundation (Remik) Sponsored Silver Medal for
Scholastic Performance in Family Business Management

Dhananjay Dangariya

Five Year Perspective Growth Plan for DND Industries, Rajkot, Gujarat. The
company is engaged in the manufacturing of submersible pump parts, industrial
fasteners, SS pipes, and precision-engineered industrial components catering to
sectors such as construction, food processing, pharmaceuticals, petrochemicals,
and automotive industries.

o EDII Sponsored Gold Medal for Scholastic Performance in PGDM-IEV

Chellappan Valliyappan - Detailed Project Report on Onslr, an Al-powered
analytics and software consulting platform offering scalable digital
transformation and data-driven business solutions.

o EDII Sponsored Gold Medal for Scholastic Performance in PGDM-Online

Arun Chalotra - Detailed Project Report on Himalayan Green, an agrotech
initiative promoting climate-resilient and sustainable agricultural interventions in
Himalayan and frontier regions.

> Sports Awards:

Best Sportsman, 2024-2026: Mr. Dhamasana Smit Shailesh
Best Sportswoman, 2024-2026: Ms. Dharitri Patel
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> EDII President’s Alumnus Award 2026

EDII President’s Alumnus Award 2026 — Business Entrepreneur
Mr. Kaxeel Patel

Director, Rajesh Power Services Pvt Ltd and Director, Intellisolar
Post Graduate Programme 2017- 2019

Mr. Kaxeel Patel, Director of Rajesh Power Services Limited (RSPL) is a third-generation
entrepreneur from Ahmedabad, Gujarat, who has played a pivotal role in shaping the
company’s growth. Under his leadership, the company has signed Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) worth Rs. 4,754 crore with the Government of Gujarat as part of
the ‘Urja Aatma Nirbharta — Viksit Gujarat 2047’ initiative. Further strengthening its
growth trajectory, Rajesh Power Services Limited launched a successful IPO worth Rs.
160.47 crore, which was listed on the BSE SME platform in December 2024.

EDII President’s Alumnus Award 2026 — Social Entrepreneur
Ms. Sujata Goswami

Executive Director, Sarba Shanti Ayog

Post Graduate Programme 2004-2005

Sujata Goswami is Executive Director of Sarba Shanti Ayog (SSA), a Kolkata-based non-
profit organization focused on inclusive and sustainable development. With over two
decades of experience, she specializes in enterprise development, Fair Trade practices
and building sustainable value chains. She leads initiatives that empower marginalized
communities, especially women and rural producers, supporting over 70 Fair Trade
collectives across India.

Special Jury Award for Emerging Business Entrepreneur - Mr. Yogender
Patidar

Special Jury Award for Emerging Business Entrepreneur

Mr. Yogendra Patidar

Director, CIVOM, Co-owner, UWC Foods Pvt Ltd and Co-owner, Impressions India

Post Graduate Programme 2005-2006

Mr. Yogender Patidar, a first-generation entrepreneur from Indore, Madhya Pradesh, is
the Director and Shareholder of multiple ventures under the UWC Group, including
UWC & CT Ventures, Prophetic Project Solutions, Prophetic Coatings, GLSN, and UWC
Foods. Through a diversified portfolio spanning learning spaces, food processing, and
infrastructure, he has built a business ecosystem. His efforts have been recognized with
the Businessworld 40 Under 40 Award (2024)
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Special Jury Award for Emerging Business Entrepreneur

Mr. Deepak Patel

Founder — Psuryaa Pharma & Deepak Petro and Co-Founder-FitFusion Studio
Post Graduate Diploma in Management-Business Entrepreneurship, 2010-2012

Deepak Patel, a first-generation entrepreneur from Ahmedabad, is the Founder of
Psuryaa Pharma & Deepak Petro, and the Co-Founder of FitFusion Studio. While
successfully managing and expanding his Shell retail fuel venture, he demonstrated
remarkable entrepreneurial foresight by diversifying into the healthcare sector. In April
2021, he founded Psuryaa Pharma, strategically entering the high-impact and essential
pharmaceutical industry in the Delhi-NCR. Further expanding his entrepreneurial
footprint, he ventured into the fitness and wellness sector with the launch of FitFusion
Studio, a modern gym located in the Satellite, Ahmedabad.

Special Jury Award for Emerging Social Entrepreneur

Mr. Suvendu Rout

Vice President, Access Dev Services

Post Graduate Diploma in Management of NGOs, 2006—-2007

Suvendu Rout is the Vice President at Access Development Services and heads the Non-
Farm Vertical, with a strong focus on promoting women-led social enterprises across
India. He played a key role in establishing Pink City Rickshaw Co. in Jaipur, an innovative
women-led e-rickshaw tourism initiative that has been replicated in in Varanasi,
Udaipur, and Agra, with plans to expand to 20 destinations. Over his career, he has
received several recognitions, including the Social Impact Award 2024 (SPJIMR), the 6th
Responsible BMO Award 2022 (MSME Foundation), the National E-Governance Award
2010 for ICT innovation in watershed management, and the Bharti Award for
Entrepreneurial Excellence.
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EDII organises its 25th convocatlon

The Entrepreneurship
Development Institute

of India (EDII) hosted

its 25th convocation at
its Ahmedabad cam-
pus, with Vinai Kumar
Saxena, Lieutenant
Governor of Ladakh, as
the chief guest. A total of
98 students and scholars
received diplomas and graduation certificates across academic programmes. Several
graduating students also secured grant sanctions under the student start-up innova-
tion policy. Business ideas emerging from the batch reflected a strong focus on innova-
tion and sustainability.
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Link: At EDII convocation, startups drown placement chatter | Ahmedabad News - The Times of India

At EDII convocation, startups drown placement chatter

Almedabad: For many graduating students, Comocation day i about placements and salary packages. But a1 the 25th convocaton caremany of the Entepransurship
Y& L3 | Y P L3 Y 2 P

Developenent nstitute of india (EDI) on Monday. several students stood cut for akeady building startups while stil on campus,

Amang the 98 students who received their degrees was 26-year-old Saubhagyavardhan Shukia, founder of Re'Work, a platform designed to connect retired professionals

with industres sasking sxpanenced talent

*l come from a faméy of acadermicians, and | oftan heard my parents wonder what life aftar retirernent would lock like. it made ma realize the untapped potential of ratirees
that can contribute meanmgfully to society. It was the ides behind ReWork, a platform that halps the retirees cornect with industry.” said Shukla. He addad that the venture

receivad a seed grant under the Student Startup and Innovation Policy (SSIP} and is currently undergoing ncubation at indian institute of Management Bangalore



https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/at-edii-convocation-startups-drown-placement-chatter/amp_articleshow/131184535.cms
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Govt or corporate jobs alone insufficient
for India’s young population: Ladakh L-G
Vinai Kumar Saxena

'Youths are now not merely job seekers, but becoming job creators'

il

FOR INDIA'S young population, government or corporate jobs alone are insufficient,
said Xiuui Kumar Saxena, Lieutenant Governor (L-G), Union Territory of Ladakh, on
Monday.

Saxena was speaking at the 25th convocation ceremony of academic programmes of
the Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDI), Ahmedabad,

“In India today, entrepreneurship is no longer confined merely to the realm of
business; rather, it has emerged as a fundamental pillar of the country’s economic
and social transformation. For India’s young population, government or corporate
johs alone are insufficient, Responding to the call of Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
the ngtion’s youth are now becoming not merely job seekers but job creators,” the I.-
G said.

He said that over the past few years, the Indian economy has made significant
strides. "Under the leadership of our Prime Minister [Narendra Modi], India is
emerging as a dynamic economic hub, where effective government policies are
imparting unprecedented momentum to development. And the greatest heneficlaries
of this progress are our domestic entrepreneurs. If we examine this more closely, we
will find that two major factors—technology and innovation—are influencing our
economy at every level. Consequently, every new entrepreneur must understand this
evolving landscape and upgrade themselves to keep pace with the changing times,”
Saxena said.

Pointing out that there has been a significant shift in the gublic mindset over the past
few years, regarding entrepreneurship in India, he said that startups are no longer
confined solely to Delhi, Mumbai or Bengaluru; young people from smaller cities,
too, are making their mark on the global stage through the medium of startups.
“Today, our economic policies are also being designed, to support Indian
entrepreneurs and businesses. The government is determined, to create an enabling
environment, for entrépreneurs to flourish, in a level playing field. Simultaneously,
the government is also directing greater resources, towards strengthening the social
sector, to positively impact areas like literacy, health, drinking water, sanitation,
housing and human resource development, as a whole," he added.



https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/ahmedabad/dii-ahmedabad-25th-convocation-ladakh-lg-vinai-kumar-saxena-speech-entrepreneurship-start
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/ahmedabad/dii-ahmedabad-25th-convocation-ladakh-lg-vinai-kumar-saxena-speech-entrepreneurship-start

& Entrepreneurship
Development
 Institute of India
Atemudabiad

Publication: NewzDaddy

Date: 18 May 2026

Edition: Online

Link: https://www.newzdaddy.com/edii-awards-2026-gujarat-celebrates-powerful-young-minds/

EDIl Awards 2026 Gujarat Celebrates Powerful
Young Minds

EDIl Awards 2026 Ceiebrates Gujarat Innovators and Social Changamakers
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EDII Awards 2026 Gujarat Celebrates Powerful
Young Minds

Gujarat Entrepreneurs Gain Major Recognition at EDIl Awards 202¢

The Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII) honoured a new group of students and alumn
at its 2026 awards ceremony, celebrating business ideas, social impact projects and family business
growth plans. The awards reflected how young entrepreneurs are now focusing on technolegy,
sustainability, social change and practical business solutions.

Among the top scholastic awards, Saubhagyavardhan Shukla recelved the Dahyabhal Chhotalal Charity
Foundation (Remik) Sponsored Gold Medal for Scholastic Performance in New Enterprise Creation. His
project, ReWork, focused on helping retired professionals return to work through flexible jobs, mentarship
and project-based roles. The idea comes at a time when India is seeing a rise in senior professionals who
wish to stay active after retirement. Several workforce studies have shown that experienced retirees can
play @ major role in mentoring younger workers and helping start-ups avoid common mistakes

The Silver Medal in the same category went to Anshika Gupta for TANB Virtual Infra. The project aims to



https://www.newzdaddy.com/edii-awards-2026-gujarat-celebrates-powerful-young-minds/

& Entrepreneurship
Development
© Institute of India

Armudabiad
Publication: Ahmedabad Mirror
Date: 18 May 2026
Edition: Online
Link: https://www.ahmedabadmirror.com/edii-organises-its-25th-convocation/81913762.html

EDII organises its 25th convocation

Entreprencurship Development Institute of India
Ahmeodabad

2.) Convocation .

EDIl Academic Programmes

Moy 18, 2026

The Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII) hosted its 25th
convocation at its Ahmedabad campus, with Vinai Kumar Saxena, Lieutenant
Governor of Ladakh, as the chief guest. A total of 98 students and scholars received
diplomas and graduation certificates across academic programmes. Several
graduating students also secured grant sanctions under the student start-up
innovation policy. Business ideas emerging from the batch reflected a strong focus
on innovation and sustainability,
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