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EDII Launches Eco Action Learning Centre
(ELC) in Bangalore to Strengthen Sustainable
Rural Entrepreneurship

PNI Admin Ap29,2026 ==

The Entreprencurship Development Institate of India (EDII) inaugurated the Eco Action Learning Centre

(ELC

n Bangalore on 28 April 2026, a dedicated experiential training facility aimed at promoting

sustainable rural entreprencurship through practical, skill-based leaming.

The Centre was inaugurated by Ms. Manisha Bhartacharya, Managing Director — Corporate Citizenship,
Accenture; Dr. Sunil Shukla, Director General, EDI and Dr. Raman Gujral, Dircctor — CSR Partnerships,

EDIL

The Eco Action Learning Centre in Bangalore serves as a hands-on training platform under the Micro Skill
Development programme (MSDP), enabling rural entrepreneurs to gain real-time exposure to eco-friendly

production systems and small-scale enterprise operations

The initiative is part of a broader multi-location model being implemented across Bangalore, Pune, and
Chennai, with expansion planned in Bhuj (2026-27). In all, 20 structured training programmes arc being

conducted under the initiative, directly benefiting around 1,500 rural entrepreneurs

The Centre foruses on sustainable livelinood trades including fruit and vegetable dehydration, handmade
saaps, upcyeling of bags, bakery products, cold press oil cxtraction, candle making and millet-based food

processing.

A the inauguration, Ms. Manisha Bhartacharya, Managing Director - Corporate Citizenship, Accenure, said
“Accenturc and EDII share a common vision of inclusive growth. It centres on building a future-ready

cconomy. When rural entrepreneurs are given the right environment to discover their potential, they can

scale successfully in the green cconomy. This Learning Centre i built on that belict, and its replication in

multiple locations makes it 2 movement focussed on ensuring result-oriented impact and outcomes.”

Dr. Sunil Shukla, Director General, EDIT opined, “The Eco Action Leamning Centre represents a shift from
training to transformation. By enabling hands-on exposure to sustainable production systems, we are
building a strong foundation for rural entreprencurs to become sclf-reliant, innavative, and cavironmentally

responsible business owners.”

Throwing light on the mandate of the Centre, Dr. Raman Gujral, Director — CSR Partnerships, EDIT
explained, “By integrating practical learning with enterprise readiness, the initiative aims to bridge the gap
between skill development and self-employment, while promoting environmentally responsible

entreprencurship”

Accenture and EDIT's shared journey of more than a decade has been defined by transtorming lives of rural
entreprencurs who once had no place in the market and today trade confidently within it. Women
entreprencurs, in particular, have been the strongest testimony of what this collaboration stands for; many
are now selling their products independently in local and regional markets, and several have taken their
enterprises online, building their own e-commerce presence and reaching out to customers beyond their

hometowns.
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EDII Launches Eco Action Learning Centre
(ELC) in Bangalore to Strengthen
Sustainable Rural Entrepreneurship

Sy Incla Eacation Diary Buresy  Ased 35 2526

S

The Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDIT) inaugurated the Eco Action Learning Centre (ELC)
in Bangalore on 28 April 2026, a dedicated experiential training facility aimed at promoting sustainable rural
entrepreneurship through practical, skill-based learning.

The Centre was inaugurated by Ms. Manisha Bhattacharya, Managing Director - Corporate Citizenship,

Accenture; Dr. Sunil Shukla, Director General, EDII and Dr. Raman Gujral, Director — CSR Partnership:

The Eco Action Learning Centre in Bangalore serves as a hands-on training platform under the Micro Skill
Development pragramme {MS0F), enabling rural entreprensurs to gain real-time exposure 1o eco-Triendly
production Systems and small-scale entérprise operations.

The initiative is part of a broader mulli-location model being implementad across Bangalore, Pune, and Chennai,
with expansion planned in Bhaj {2026-27). In all, 30 structured training programmes are being conducted

under the initiative, directly benefiting arcund 1,500 rural entréprensurs.

The Centre focuses on sustainable livelihood trades including fruil and vegetable dehydration, handmade soaps,
upcyding of bags, bakery products, cold press ol extraction, candle making and millet-based Tood processing.

AL the inauguration, Ms. Manisha Bhattacharya, Managing Director — Corporate Citizenship, Accenture,
said, "Accenture and EDIT share a common vision of indusive growth. It centres on building a Muture-resdy
economy. When rural entrepreneers are given the right environment to discover their patential, they can scale
successlully in the green econonry. This Learning Centre is built on that beliel, and its replication in multiple
locations makes it a movernent foowssed on ensuring result-oriented impact and culcomes.”

Dr. Sunil Shukla, Director General, EDIT opined, "The Eco Adtion Learming Cenlne reprsents a Shilt from
training to ransformation. By enabling hands-on exposuré 1o sustainable produdion systems, we ara building a
strong foundation for rural entrépreneurs o become self-reliant, innovative, and environmentally respansible

business owners.”

Thrawing light on the mandate of the Centre, Dr. Raman Gujral, Director — CSR Partnerships,
EDII explained, "By integrating practical learning with enterprise readiness, the initistive aims to bridge the gap
between skill development and sell-employment, while promating environmentally responsible

entreprensurship.”

Accenture and EDIT'S shared journey of more than a decade has been defined by transforming Fwas of rural
entrepreneurs who once had no place in the market and today trade confidently within it. Wornen
entréprénaurs, in particular, have been the strongest bestimany of what this collaboration stands for; many are
now selling their preducts independently in bocal and regional markets, and several have taken their enterprises

onling, building thair cwn e-oMmmMercs présence and reaching oul o customers beyond their hometowns,
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EDIl Launches Eco Action Learning Centre in
Bangalore to Boost Sustainable Rural

Enirepreneurship

Bangalore : The Entrepreneurship Develogement Institute of India (DI has inaugurated the Eco Action

Learming Centre {ELC) in Bangalore, a dedicated experiential training facility designed to promate

sustzinabile rural entrepreneurship through hands-on, skill-based learning.

The Centre was inaugurated by Manisha Bhattacharya, Managing Director - Corporate Citizenship at

Shukla,

Accenture, alongside Su rector Genesal, DAL, and Raman Gujeal, Directo

rsining platform under the Micro

& Centre

sural entepres

all-scale

e

The initiative is part of a broader multi-cit ennai, with further

jout across Bangalore, Pne,
expansion planned in Bhuj during 2026-27. In total, 30 structured tiaining programmes are being

implemented, expected to directly benefit approsimately 1500 rurel entrepreneurs. The Centre focuses

on sustainable livelihood trades such as fruit and vegstable dehydration, handmade soaps, bag
upcyeling, bakery production, cold-pressed oil extraction, candle making, and millet-based food

processing—sectors aligned with the growing green econamy.

systems, we are enabling

e Busingss ewmers.”

Di. Raman Gujeal added, *

idges the gap between skill developrment and.

responsi epreneurship.”

The decade-tong collaboration between Accenture and D11 has consistently focused on empowering

rural entrepreneurs, particularly women. Many beneficiaries have tansitioned from informat

g in local and regional markets, with several leveraging

pa

o build independent e-co

cipation to activel

v base beyond U

geographies.



https://english.khabarpatri.com/2026/04/29/edii-launches-eco-action-learning-centre-in-bangalore-to-boost-sustainable-rural-entrepreneurship/
https://english.khabarpatri.com/2026/04/29/edii-launches-eco-action-learning-centre-in-bangalore-to-boost-sustainable-rural-entrepreneurship/

Publication: Dainik Insights

Date: 29" April 2026

Edition: Online

Link: https://www.dainikinsights.com/education/school-college-updates/edii-launches-eco-action-
learning-centre-elc-in-bangalore-to-strengthen-sustainable-rural-entrepreneurship

e ¥ gad v S S ENea M S
fore S1ge & 3ot TeRM A Hex (Suad) #1
RN frar

AT ORI SETHE SEEE i 2R EASENE) 3 28 ST 2028 B AT A5
TR T AT (SUSH) 1 SquIcA Ul TF UF SRTiT SHaee WA $E 3, eel 9aw

R, T - SURE RIS & AT @ 5 S Sama & 9er & 21

TE Py T SqUIES 94 B VR, WEY e - Fl0Re RiteRT, el 31 T
kel

AT A A 51 TR T 33 (ET0)) TES! e S90Ude NTH (THTESI) F dia
R SRIST 39 % T 2 B 2, 5 7 S $1 T0iet SEEE ST St
Sﬁ??ﬁﬂ-ﬁm TP TUIH P aieE 990 H S WeH Ial s |

T 026 U@ A0S ag-wH 9189 #1 R 2, s age, [ ke A wr Rrm e w3,
At 4o A R 31 2 (2026-27) F T I T 31 29 UES & Sivia $ 30 TR TS
TS g Ry 7R 2, o ) AR w e 1,500 T S @t e w2 B
77 F7 T00 SIS S 92 T W 120 £, B B o Sl @ eae, seaed 99

P, 37 % SRR, 359 SAk, $15S 59 o9 iy, Seed FE au s sTE
e v M

TEUEA F HEERE T A AT vgTa, wey Frim - st fafieeim, g 3w
TR R A T e 31 U W 2 T £ U uE i F R i

syl & By m A 21 9 T Senm @ ST AT F TEe F R T e
e 2, 1§ =R sl T TR o 9E 9 51 0% S 9E o Y IR aThE
2, Ji o P Ul TR TR & 5 U U SO S 0 T, S TR S WY
A TG T T W

3. 37 g, e, SAteTE e A T, T v T S AReT ¥ uhEe @
A e A sooiE o VR T & | TE S Gl & el SgHa B e
T, TN W T & Y ST, e S maien & v R e e at
e e AR B TR

FEF W W e I g 31 7 e, R - dhrnar o, $dtandang T
T, “EERIE AT 1 T AU e S, UF Te S e S e ¥ i
FEE F UTE & A5 TE &, T wiam 3 v R et # gem 6 g

T GE A ST T W GO AT S SSHTE P ST T T Sl & e & aaee
TR 3 Ui e 3, S et aran § A e T U 4 S e e sy &
TR T T 2| i 0 3 AR T 55 T SR T 3R WU B19EE Aean HeE
TE R 3T TS AIBET S0 GG W At &9 A # W T E A W e, A s A A
T I T F A O W0 - SehT e O R A S T S T T
TERITE TS T A



https://www.dainikinsights.com/education/school-college-updates/edii-launches-eco-action-learning-centre-elc-in-bangalore-to-strengthen-sustainable-rural-entrepreneurship
https://www.dainikinsights.com/education/school-college-updates/edii-launches-eco-action-learning-centre-elc-in-bangalore-to-strengthen-sustainable-rural-entrepreneurship

Publication: 3AM

Date: 29" April 2026

Edition: Online

Link: https://www.3am.news/education/school-college-updates/edii-launches-eco-action-learning-
centre-elc-in-bangalore-to-strengthen-sustainable-rural-entrepreneurship

EDII Launches Eco Action Learning Centre
(ELC) in Bangalore to Strengthen Sustainable
Rural Entrepreneurship

et 20 :

2 Publiched By: Modia Agancy

Bangalore: The Entreprensurship Development Institute of India (EDII) irzugurated the Eco Action Lzaming

Centrz (ELC) in Bangalore on 28 April 2026, 2 dedicated experiential training facility aimed 2t promoting
sustainable rural entrepreneurship through practical, skill-based leaming

Thke Centre was imeugurated by Ms. Manisha Bhattacharya, Managing Director - Corporate Citizenship,
Accenturs; Dr Sunil Skukla, Diractor General, EDII and Dr Raman Gujral, Director — CSR Partnerships, EDIT

The Eco Action Leaming Centre in Bansalore serves as 2 hends-on trainins platform under the Micro Skill
Development programme (MEDP), enabling mmel entreprensurs to zain real-time sxposure to sco-frisndly
production systems and small-scale enterprise operations,

The initiative is part of 2 broadsr poulti-location mode] being implemented acrozs Bangalors, Pune, and Channai,
with expanzion plasned in Blnj (2026-17). In all, 30 stractared traininz programmes are being conductad under
ke initiative, directly benefiting arpund 1,300 rural entreprensurs.

The Cemire focuss: on sozainable Ivelikoed trade: including fnuit and vegetable dehydration, handmads soaps,
upcycling of begs, bekery products, cold press oil extraction, candle making ard millet-bazed food processing

At the ineuguration, Ms. Manicha Bhattacharya, Masaging Director - Corporate Citizenship, Accenture,
said, “Accentars and EDIT shars 2 commen vision of inchesive srowth It cemres on boilding 2 fume-ready
ecoponyy. When raral entreprersurs are given the rishi ervirorment to discover their potential. they can scals
successfully in the green econcmy: This Leaming Centre is built on that belisf, and its replication in multipls
locations makes it a movement focussed on ensuring result-oriented impact and outcomes.”

Dr. Sunil Shulda, Director Genersl, EDIT opinad, “The Eco Action Learning Centre reprezants 2 shift fom
ftraining to transformation. By enabling hands-on exposure to sustainable production systems, we are building 2
strong fpundativn for roral emtreprensurs to become self-reliant, innovative, md environmentally responsibls

business gwners ™

Throwing light on the mandatz of the Centre, Dr. Raman Gujral, Director - C5R Partnerships, EDII
explained, “By integrating practical leaming with enterprise readiness, the mitiztive aims to bridze the gap
betwear skl development and  selfemploymemt,  while promoting  emviropmentally  responsiblz
enrepranzurship.”

Accepturs and EDIT's shered joumey of mora than 2 decade has been defined by fransfomming lives of rural
entreprensuwrs who ance had no place in the market and today trads confidently within it Women entrepreneurs,
in particular, have been the stronzest testimany of what this collabortion stands for; many ar= now selling their
products independently i local and rezional markets, and several have taken their enterprises opline, building

their gmm e-commance presence and reaching out to customers bevond their hometonns.
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EDII Launches Eco Action Learning Centre
(ELC) in Bangalore to Strengthen
Sustainable Rural Entrepreneurship
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The Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII) inangurated the Eco Action Learning Centre
(ELC) in Bangalore on 28 April 2026, a dedicated experiential training facility aimed at promoting

sustainable rural entrepreneurship through practical, skill-based learning.

The Centre was inaugurated by Ms, Manisha Bhattacharva, Managing Director - Corporate Citizenship,
Accenture; Dr. Sunil Shukla, Director General, EDII and Dr. Raman Gujral, Director — CSR Partnerships,
EDIL

The Eco Action Learning Centre in Bangalore serves as a hands-on training platform under the Micro Skill
Development programme (M3DP), enabling rural entrepreneurs to gain real-time exposure to eco-friendly

production systems and small-zcale enterprise operations,

The mitiative 13 part of a broader mulfi-location model being implemented acress Bangalore, Pune, and Chennai,
with expansion planned in Bhuj (2026-27). In all, 30 structured training programmes are being conducted under the

mitiative, directly benefiting around 1,500 rural entreprensurs.

The Centre focuses on sustainable livelihood trades including fruit and vegetable dehydration. handmade soaps,
upeyeling of bags, bakery preducts, cold press oil extraction, candle making and millet-bazed food processing.

At the inauguration, Ms. Manisha Bhattacharva, Managing Director - Corporate Citizenship, Accenture, said, “Accenturs and EDIT
share 3 common vizion of incluzive growth It centres on building 2 firure-ready sconomy. When rural entrepraneurs are givan the right
environment to discover their potentizl, they can scale successfully in the green economy. This Leaming Centrs iz built on that belief and

its replication in multiple locations makes it 2 movemant focussed on ensuring remult-oriented impact and outcommes ™

Dir. Sunil Shukla, Director General, EDII opined, “The Eco Action Leaming Centre represents a shift from training to wransformation. Bv
enabling hands-on exposure to sustainable production sy:ems, we are building a strong foundation for roral entreprensurs to become self-

reliant, innovative, and environmentally responsibls business owners.”

Throwing light on the mandste of the Centre, Dr. Raman Gujral, Director - CSE Partnerships, EDIT explzined, “By integrating practical
leaming with enterprize resdinesz, the mitiative aims to bridge the zap berwesn dkill development and salf-emplovment, whils promoting

environmentally responsible entreprensurship.™

Arcenmure and EDIT: shared joumey of more than a decads has been defined by transfonming lives of rural enmreprensurs who ance had no
place in the market and today trade confidently within it Women entrepraneurs, in particular, have been the strongest testimony of what this
collaboration stands for; many are now zelling their products independently in local and rezional markets, and several have taken their

enterprizes onling, building their owmn e~comemerce presence and reaching out to customers bevond their hometowns.
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EDII Launches “Eco Action Learning
Centre (ELC)” in Bangalore to
Strengthen Sustainable Rural
Entrepreneurship

Bengalury, Z3th April 2025: The Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India
(EDHI} inaugurated the Eco Action Learning Centre (ELC) in Bangslore, 2 dedicated
experiential  treining facility =imed &t promoting sustsinable  rural
entrepreneurship through practical, skill-based leaming.

The Cenfre was insugursted by Ms. Manizha Bhattacharys, Managing Director -
Corparate Citizenship, Accenture; Dr. Sunil Shuklz, Director General, EDII and Dr.
Ramzn Gujral, Director - SR Partnerships, EDIL

The Eco Action Learning Centre in Bangalore serves as & hands-on training
platform under the Micro Skill Development programme {MSDP), enabling rural
entreprensurs to gain real-time exposure to eco-friendly production systems and
small-scale enterprise operations.

The initistive i= part of 3 brosder multi-locstion model being implemented
soross Bangalore, Pune, and Chennai, with expansion planned in Bhuj [2026-27).
Inall, 30 structured training programmes are being conducted under the initiative,
directly benefiting around 1,500 rural entreprencurs.

The Centre focuses on sustainable livelihood trades incuding fruit and vegetsble
dehydration, handmade soaps, upcycling of bags, bakery products, cald press ail
extraction, candle making and millet-based food processing.
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At the inguguration, Ms. Manisha Bhattachary= Managing Director - Corporate
Citizenship, Accenture, ssid, Accenture and EDHI share & commaon vision of
inclusive growth. It centres on building 2 future-ready econommy. Yhen rural
entrepreneurs are given the fight environment: to discover their potential, they @n
scale successfulky in the green economy This Learning Centre is built on that belisf,
and its replication in multiple locations makes it & movement focussed on ensuring
result-oriented impact end outcomes”

D Sunil Shukda, Director General, ED opined, "The Eoo Action Leaming Centre
represents 3 shift from training to trarsformation. By enabling hands-on exposure
to sustEinable production systems, we are building 3 strong foundation fior rural
entregrensurs to become self-refiant, innovative, and emvironmentzlly responsible
business owners”

Throwing light on the mandste of the Centre, Dr. Raman Gujral, Director - (SR
Partnerships, EDIl =qplsined, "By integrating practical learning with enterprise
readingss, the initizthve aims to bridge the gap bebween skill development and sslf-
employment, while promoting ervironmentally responsible entreprensurship”

Accenture and EDII's shared journey of more than & decade has besn defined by
trar=forming fves of rural entreprensurs who once had no place in the market and
today trade confidenthy within it Women entrepreneurs, in particular, hawe been
the strongest testimony of what this collaboration stends for; many are now selling
their products indegendently in local and regional markets, and seversl have taken
their enterprises onfine, building their own e-commerce presence and reaching out
o oustomers beyond their hometowns.
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EDII Launches Eco Action Learning Centre (ELC) in Bangalore to
Strengthen Sustainable Rural Entrepreneurship

EDITOR
e [ SAVEIT ® suee § =]

LAST UPDATED: APR 28, 2026, 1639 15T

Follow Us on Socials
f (C] in
Facebook Twitter Instagram Linkedin
©
13819
Editor’s Pick
ibution of candidates chiﬂ%*
eral EWS SC ST
302| 94,787 80,995 28,23(
698] 39,303 36,201 12,941
000] 1,34,090 1,17,196 | 41,171
India’s Buzzing X Trends:

Always Boosts M
#NitinNabin Drives Political
Renewal, And Bharatiya Janata
Party Strengthens Ideological Roots
EDTOR  Uiti20 2026 I}

] The Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII) inaugurated the Eco Action Learning

SURE  Centre (ELC) in Bangalore on 28 April 2026, a dedicated experiential training facility aimed at

promoting i rural entrepr i ough practical, skill-based learning.

The Centre was inaugurated by Ms. Manisha Bhattacharya, Managing Director - Corporate
Citizenship, Accenture; Dr. Sunil Shukla, Director General, EDIl and Dr. Raman Gujral, Director -

CSR Partnerships, EDIL

The Eco Action Learning Centre in Bangalore serves as a hands-on training platform under the
Micro Skill Development programme (MSDP), enabling rural entrepreneurs to gain real-time

exposure to eco-friendly production systems and small-scaleenterprise operations.

The initiative is part of a broader multi-location model being implemented across Bangalore, Pune,
and Chennai, with expansion planned in Bhuj (2026-27). In all, 30 structured training programmes

are being conducted under the initiative directly benefiting around 1,500 rural entrepreneurs.

The Centre foruses on sustainable livelihood trades including fruit and vegetable dehydration,
handmade soaps, upcycling of bags, bakery products, cold press oil extraction, candle making and

millet-based food processing,
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At the inauguration, Ms. Manisha Bhattacharya, Managing Director - Corporate Citizenship,
Accenture, said, “Accenture and EDII share a common vision of inclusive growth. It centres on
building a future-ready economy. When rural entrepreneurs are given the right environment to
discover their potential, they can scale successfully in the green economy. ThisLearning Centre is
built on that belief, and its replication in multiple locations makes it a movermnent focussed on

ensuring result-oriented impact and outcomes”

Dr. Sunil Shukla, Director General, EDII opined, “The Eco Action Learning Centre represents a shift
from training to transformation. By enabling hands-on exposure to sustainable production
systemns, we are building a strong foundation for rural entrepreneurs to become self-reliant,

innovative, and environmentally responsible business owners.”

Throwing light on the mandate of the Centre, Dr. Raman Gujral, Director - CSR Partnerships, EDII
explained, "By integrating practical learning with enterprise readiness, the initiative aims to bridge
the gap between skill development and self-employment, while promoting environmentally

responsible entrepreneurship”

Accenture and EDII's shared journey of more than a decade has been defined by transforming lives
of rural entrepreneurs who once had no place in the market and today trade confidently within it.
Women entrepreneurs, in particular, have been the strongest testimony of what this collaboration
stands for; many are now selling their products independently in local and regional markets, and
several have taken their enterprises online, building their own e-commerce presence and

reaching out to customers beyond their hometowns.
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From Skills to Sustainability: EDII Ignites Green
Entrepreneurship with EL.C Launch

= Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India unveils Eco

Action Learning Centre in Bengaluru

Hands-on training hub to empower 1,500 rural entrepreneurs

across multi-city rollout

Accenture-EDII partnership drives green livelihoods and inclusive
growth
= 30 structured programmes to build eco-enterprises from farm to

market

NE EDUCATION BUREAU
BENGALURU, APR 28
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In a decisive push towards sustainable livelihoods, the Enirepreneurship Development Institute of India
(EDII) has launched the Eco Action Learning Centre (ELC) in Bengaluru, a first-of-its-kind experiential
trainimg facility designed to transform rural entrepreneurship through practical, eco-conscious skill
development.

The Centre was inaugurated by Ms. Manisha Ehattacharya, Managing Director — Corporate Citizenship,
Accenture; Dr. Sunil Shukla, Director General, EDII; and Dr. Raman Gujral, Director — CSR Partnerships,
EDII.

Positioned under the Micro Skill Development Programme (MSDF), the ELC offers hands-on exposure to
sustainable production systems and small-scale enterprise operations—bridging the gap between fraining
and real-world business readiness.

Spanning Bengaluru, Pune, and Chennai, with expansion planned in Bhuj (2026-27), the initiative will roll
out 30 structured training programmes, directly benefiting around 1,500 rural entrepreneurs.

The Centre focuses on high-impact, eco-friendly trades such as fruit and vegetable dehydration,
handmade soaps, upcycled bags, bakery products, cold-pressed oils, candle making, and millet-based
food processing—opening new avenues for green enterprise creation.

“At Accenture and EDII, we share a common vision of inclusive growth. It centres on building a future-
ready economy. When rural enfrepreneurs are given the right environment to discover their potential, they
can scale successiully in the green economy. This Learning Centre is built on that belief, and its
replication in multiple locations makes it a movement focussed on ensuring result-oriented impact and
outcomes,” said Ms. Manisha Bhattacharya.

Dr. Sunil Shukla emphasised the transformational approach:

“The Eco Action Learning Centre represents a shift from training to fransformation. By enabling hands-on
exposure to sustainable production systems, we are building a strong foundation for rural enirepreneurs
to become self-reliant, innovative, and environmentally responsible business owners.”

Highlighting the Centre’s core objective, Dr. Raman Gujral noted:
“By integrating practical learning with enterprise readiness, the initiative aims to bridge the gap between
skill development and self-employment, while promoting environmentally responsible entrepreneurship.”

Backed by over a decade of collaboration, the Accenture—EDI| parinership has already reshaped rural
enterprise ecosystems—particularly empowering women entrepreneurs, many of whom now run
independent businesses, access regional markets, and even operate their own e-commerce platforms.

With the launch of the ELC, Bengaluru becomes the latest hub in a growing national movement—where
sustainability meets entrepreneurship, and grassroots innovation drives inclusive economic growth.
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EDII Launches Eco Action Learning Centre
(ELC) in Bangalore to Strengthen Sustainable
Rural Entrepreneurship
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Bangalore, 28th April 2026: The Entraprensurship Development Institute of India (EDIY) inaugurated the Eco Action Leaming

ential training facility aimed at promoting sustainable rural

entrepreneurship through practical skill-baszed leaming
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The Centre was inaugurated by Ms. Manisha Bhattacharya, Managing Director - Corporate Citizenship, Accenture; Dr. Suni
Shulda, Director Generzl, EDI and Dr. Raman Gujral, Director — C5R Partnerships, EDIL

The Eco Action Leaming Centre in Bangalore serves as & hands-on training platform under the Micro Skill Development
prograrme (M3DE), enabling rural entreprenswrs to gain real-time exposure to eco-friendly production systems and small-scale
enterprise operations.

The initiative is part of a broader multi-location model being implemented across Bangalore, Pune, and Chennai, with expansion
planned in Bhuj (2026-27). In all, 30 structured training programmes are being conducted under the initiative, directly benefiting
around 1.500 rural entreprenaurs.

The Centre focuses on sustainable livelihood trades inchuding fruit and vegetable dehydration, handmade soaps, upcycling of
bags, bakery products, cobd press oil extraction, candle making and millet-based food processing.

At the inauguration, Mz Manizha Bhattacharya, Managing Director - Corporate Citizenzhip. Accenturs, said, “Accenture and EDII
share 2 common vision of incusive growth. It centres on building a future-ready sconomy. When rural entreprenesurs are given
the right environment to discover their potential, they can scale successfully in the green economy. This Learning Centre is built
on that b=lisf, and its replication in multiple locations makes it & movement focussed on ensuring result-oriented impact and

outComEs.

D Sunil Shukla, Director General, EDIl opined, “The Eco Action Leaming Centre represents a shift from training to
transformation. By enabling hands-on sxposure to sustainable production systems. we are building a strong foundztion for rural
entreprengurs to bacome self-reliant, innovative. and envirenmentally responsible business owners.”

Thrawing light on the mandate of the Centre, Dr. Raran Gujral, Director - C5R Partnerzhips, EDI| explzined, "By integrating
practical leaming with enterprise readiness. the inftiztive aims to bridge the gap betwaen =kill developmeant and self-
employment, while pramoting environmentzlly responsible entreprensurship.”

Accenture and EDI's shared journey of more than a decade has been dafined by transforming Fves of rural entreprensurs who
once had no place in the market and today trade confidently within it. Women entreprensurs, in particular, have been the
strongest testimony of what this collaboration stands for many are now selling their products independently in local and
regionzl markets, and several have taken their enterprizzs online, building their own e-commerce prasence and reaching out to
customars beyond their hometowns
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Sustainable Rural Entrepreneurship Boost in
Bangalore Sparks Hope

Sustainable Rural Entrepreneurship Boost in
Bangalore Sparks Hope

Sustainable Rural Entrepreneurship Grows Fast with a Strong Skill
Training Push

The Entreprenewrship Development Institute of Indsa (EDH) macguersted the Eco Action Learning Centne

C) in Bangalone an 26 Apil 2026, a dedicated expenential o Facility smmed 21 promcting

sustainsble rural entreprenewship through practical, skill-based leaming

The Cantre was inaugurated by Ms Manisha Bhattacharga, Managing Dirsctar - Corporate Citizenship,
Accenture; Dr Sunil Shukla, Director General, DI and Dr Rarman Gujral, Directar - CSR Partnerships, EDHL

The Eco Action Leamming Centre in Bangalore serves as a hands-on training platform under the Micro Skill

Developrment programme (MSDP), ensbling sural entreprensurs b g

reakime exposure b sco-riendly

producton systems and small-scsle enterprise operatins.

rang results in rural sreas, Reports from dewslopmsnt

proves the suocess rates of mall businesses by up to 40

par cent compared to only classroam lear . Many rural entreprensurs stregghe at the start becauss

they lack resl-world experience. Ca ke this one help salve that prablem by allowing people o l=am

while domng. This apgroach builds confidence and reduces carly business failure

The mitiative is part of & broader multi-location madel beng implemented acoss Bangabore, Pune, and

Chennai, with expansion planned n Bhoy {2026-27). In all, 30 strectured traming programmes are being

canducted under the inftiative, directly benefiting arcund 1,500 rural entrepreneurs.

Irdia has mare than 63 per cent of its populstion living in rursl aeess, and many depend an o

businesses for incoame. Stedies from NIT] Asyog and rural development bodies show that local

entreprenewship can increase household meome by 20 to 30 per cem when supparted propearky. Multi-c

midels Bke this ans help create & network of trained individuals wha can share deas, build markets, and
suppart each othes. Expansion ta places like Bhyj is alsa impartant because regions with imited mdustry

often need such programmes the most
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The Cantre focuses an sustainable ivelihood trades, including fruit and vegetable detydration, handmade
soaps, upcycling of bags, bakery products, cald-press oil exraction, candle making and millst-based food

processng.

These trades are nod chosen at random. Marks studies show a growing demand for sco-friendly and
handmade products. For example, millet-based foods have seen a sharp rige in demand after indis
pramited millets as a healthy gram, Smmilarky, cold-pressed oils and handmade scaps are gaming
popularity due 1o mereasmng health ssareness. Upeycing products alzo helps reduce waste, which is a
majur concern in both cites and villages. By focusing on such trades, the Centre is helping snbreprensurs
tap mta real market demand rather than guesswork.

A1 the inauguration, Ms Manisha Bhattacharya, Managing Director - Corporate Citizenship, Accenture,
said, “Accemture and EDH share 5 comeman visian of melusree growthe i centres on building a future-resdy
ecanamy. When rural entreprensurs are given the right envirorment to discover their patential, they can
scalke suocessfully in the green ecanamy. This Leaming Centre is built on that behief, and its replcatsan in
muhiple kcations makes it a movement focused an ensurng result-oriented impact and ostoomes”

Compoate support has plaped a key rode i sech inftiatives sooss India. Many companies now invest m
skill development as part of thew social responsibility. Industry reports show that programmes backed by
camporale partners often have better funding, improved traming guality, and stranger market lnkages. This
increases the chances of long-lerm sweocess for participant s.

Dr Sunil Shukla, Director General, EDI, opined, "The Eco Action Learning Centre represents a shift from
traming to transformation. By enabling hands-on exposure to sustainable prodwction systems, we are
building a strong foundation for reral entreprenew s to become selfveliant, imovative, and

enveonmentally responsible business awners”

Experts in rural development aften stress that skill trainmg alone is nat enough. People also need suppart
in plarming, mafketing, and managng maney. Centres that combine all these skements tend to creste
move stable businesses. Sellreiance grows when individuals can handle bath production and sales
without depending tao much an middismesn.

Throvaing light an the mand ste af the Centre, Dr Raman Gujral, Director - CER Partnerships, EDI,
explained, "By imegrating practical learmng with enterprise readiness, the mitatve aims to bridge the gap
betwesn =il develogment and self-employment, while promoting enveonmentally responsible
entrepreneunship.”

This gap betwesn learning and earning bas been a long-standing issue. Many people complete raming
but fail 10 stan a busness due 10 a lack of guidance. Programmes that nclude business planning, pricing,
and customer nderstanding have shawn better autcomes. In some cases, irainsss begin &arning within
three 1o 5z manths of comgpleting such courses.

Accenture and EDII's shared journey of mare than a decade has been defined by ransforming the lives of
rural enreprenews who ance had na place in the market and today trade confidently within it. Wormen
entreprenews, in particulan, have been the stongest testimony of what this colabomtion stands for; many
are now seling ther products independently n local and regional markets, and several have taken their
enterprizas online, building their cen e-commesee presence and resching out 1o customers beyond their
hametoams,

Women-led businesses in rural India are rising steadily. Government and private reparts suggest that
wormen entreprensurs remvest a large part of their income nba their families, improving sducatan and
health outcomes. Aroess ta digital ooks has also helped many women reach wides mankets. Selling
through anfne platfonms allees them ta move beyond local demand and earn better prices. This shift is
slowly changing the sconomic mole of women in villsges and small towns.
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EDII Launches Eco Action Learning Centre
in Bangalore to Strengthen Sustainable
Rural Entrepreneurship

April 28: The Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDI) insugurated the Eco Action
Learning Centre (ELC) in Bangalore on 28 April 2026, & dedicated experiential training facility aimed at
promoting sustainable rural entrepreneurship through practical, skill-based learning.

The Centre was inaugurated by Ms. Manisha Bhattacharya, Managing Director - Corporate Citizenship,
Accenture; Dr. Sunil Shukla, Director General, EDIN and Dr. Raman Gujral, Director - CSR Partmerships,
EDII.

The Eco Action Learning Centre in Bangalore serves 35 a hands-on training platform under the Micro
Skill Development programme (MSDP), enabling rural entrepreneurs to gain real-time exposure to eco-
friendly production systems and small-scale enterprise operations.

The initistive is part of 3 broader multi-location model being implemented acrass Bangalore, Pune, and
Chennai, with expansion planned in Bhuj (2026-27). In all, 30 structured training programmes are being
conducted under the initiative, directly benafiting around 1,500 rural entreprensurs.

The Centre focuses on sustainable livelihood trades including fruit and wegetable dehydration,
handmade soaps, upcycling of bags, bakery products, cold press oil extraction, candle making and
millet-based food processing.

Ar the inauguration, Ms. Manisha Bhattacharya, Managing Director - Corporate Citizenship,
Accenture, said,
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Ar the inzuguration, Ms. Manisha Bhattacharya, Managing Director - Corporate Citizenship,
Accenture, said,

“Accenture and EDIl share o commaon vision of inclusive growth. it centres on building o future-
ready economy. When rural entrepreneurs are given the right environment to discover their
potential, they con scole successfully in the green econamy. This Leorning Centre is built on thot
belief, and its replicotion in multiple locations maokes it o movement focussed on ensuring resuit-
oriented impoct and outcomes.”

Dr. Sunil Shukla, Director General, EDII opined,

“The Eco Action Learning Centre represents a shift from training to tronsformaotion. By enabling
hands-on exposure to sustainable production systems, we are building a strong foundotion for
rural emtrepreneurs to become self-refiont, innovative, ond environmentolly respansible business
owners.”

Throwing light on the mandate of the Centre, Dr. Raman Gujral, Director — CSR Partnerships, EDII
explained,

"By integrating procticol learning with enterprise reodiness, the inftiotive aims to bridge the gop
between skill development and self-employment, while promaoting environmentally responsible
entrepreneurship.”

Accenture and EDIFs shared journey of more than a decade has been defined by transforming lives of
rural entrepreneurs wio once had no place in the market and today trade confidently within it Women
entrepreneurs, in particular, have besn the strongest testimony of what this collaboration stands for;
mary are now selling their products independently in local and regional markets, and several have
taken their enterprizes onling, building their own e-commerce presence and reaching out To CUSTOMErS
beyond their hometowns.




