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EDII summit shows
range of startups

Ahmedabad: The three-day
startup summit Empresario
began at the Entrepreneurs-
hip Development Institute
of India (EDII) on Friday, in-
augurated by science and
technology minister Arjun

Modhwadia. This year’s the-

me, ‘NextGen Youth Innova-
tors’, showcasesdiverse ven-
tures ranging from makers
of rockets tothose providing
re-engagement opportuniti-
esforretirees.

Innovations on display
include an automated toilet

: seat cleaner, an infrared bre-
: and Al-powered agricultu-

ral drones. Another startup
featured a plant-based swee-
tener designed to prevent
blood glucose spikes.
Modhwadia highlighted
Gujarat’s role as an entre-
preneurship hub, emphasi-
zing that a vibrant ecosys-
tem drives national pro-
gress. EDII director general
Sunil Shukla urged youth to
leverage these emerging op-
portunities. The summit has
drawn significant participa-
tion from government agen-
cies, incubators, and foun-
ders, fostering a collaborati-
ve environment for regional
and national innovation. T
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EDII kicks off start-up summlt Empresano 26

The Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII) launched Empresario 2026, its annual
three-day start-up summit, on its campus. Now in its 15th edition, the flagship event revolves around
the theme ‘NextGen Youth Innovators,’ bringing together start-ups, aspiring entrepreneurs, inves-
tors, mentors and students from across the country. The summit was inaugurated by the chief guest,
Arjun Modhwadia, Cabinet Minister for Science and Technology, Forests and Environment, and Climate
Change, Government of Gujarat. Over three days, the programme will feature keynote sessions, expert
talks, panel discussions, masterclasses and workshops, as well as networking opportunities and cul-
tural engagements for participants.
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EDII organizes ‘Empresario 2026 Annual Startup
‘NextGen Youth Innovators’

Summit on

Ahmedabad, The Empresario
2026, Annual Startup Summit (3-day)
of the Entrepreneurshig Develop-
ment Institute of India (EDII), Ahmed-
abad commenced on March 12th at
the Institute’s campus. Empresario
Startur Summit 2026 is the 15th An-
nual Flagship Event organised on the
theme of ‘NextGen Youth Innova-
tors’. The event will conclude on
March 14th 2026.

The summit was inaugurated by
Chief Guest, Shri Arjun Modhwadia,
Hon’ble Cabinet Minister, Science &
Technology, Forest & Environment,
Climate an%e, Gujarat. Along with
Dr. Sunil Shukla, Director General,
EDII, also present on the occasion
were Mr. Hiranmay Mahanta, CEO,

Innovation Growth Hub Si-Hub); Dr.
Dipan Sahu, Assistant Innovation
Director, MoE's Innovation Cell; Ms.
Prachi Patwari, Executive Director,
Nexus Infratech Pvt. Ltd. & Chairper-
son (2024-25), GCCI Business
Women Committee and Mr. Yatindra
Sharma, Convenor, Cll Gujarat Star-
tup Task Force & Managing Partner,
Invesco Fiscal Services LLP.

In his inaugural address, Chief
Guest, Shri Arjun Modhwadia,
Hon'ble Cabinet Minister, Science &
Technolo%y, Forest & Environment,
Climate Change, Gujarat, stated,
“(igjarat is a hub of entrepreneurship
and has always encouraged innova-
tions and enterprises. Today is the
era of innovators, ideas, incubation

and investors and by empowering
next-generation of innovators, we
can build a vibrant startup ecosys-
tem that contributes to the progress
of both the state and the nation. |
believe our youths have the poten-
tial and the intent to make it big and
contribute meaningfully to the vision
of Viksit Bharat 2047."

Welcoming the guests, Dr. Sunil—

Shukla, Director General, EDII, said,
“Today is the time of innovators and
innovations. The youths must step
forth and tap the opportunities that
lie before them.”

Mr. Hiranmay Mahanta, CEO,
Innovation Growth Hub (i-Hub), said,
“I urge students to keep an eye for
opportunities, never hesitate from
thinking out-of-the-box and continue
innovating.” Dr. Dipan Sahu, Assis-
tant Innovation Director, MoE Inno-
vation Cell, said, “India’s youth pos-
sesses Immense potential and plat-
forms like Empresario provide them
with valuable exposure and network-
ing opportunities. They must focus
on expanding their horizons, under-
stand emerglng market gaps and
nurturin%the r entrepreneurial think-
ing so that they could become an
integral part of the innovation eco-
system.’

Ms. Prachi Patwarl, Executive
Director, Nexus Infratech Pvt. Ltd.
and Chairperson (2024-25) of GCCI
Business Women Committee, said,
“Young innovators are redefining the
landscape of entrepreneurship with
bold ideas and perseverance.."Akey
highlight of the summit will be a spe-
cial talk by entrepreneur and startug
investor Mr. Aman Gupta on Marc
13. Also, an important part of the
Summit is an exhibition showcasing
products of 45 innovators.
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Gujarat: From rockets to retirees, EDIl summit shows range of startups

Ahmedabad: The three-day startup summit Empresario at the Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII) attracted startups ranging from makers of rockets to
those providing re-engagement opportunities for retirees.

The summit attracted a large number of startups from Gujarat and elsewhere, as it was inaugurated on Friday by state science and technology minister Arjun Modhwadia.
This year's theme for the summit is ‘NextGen Youth Innovators'.

Modhwadia, in his speech, termed the state a hub for entrepreneurship and said that a vibrant startup ecosystem can contribute to the progress of both the state and the
nation. Dr Sunil Shukla, director general of EDI|, said that the youth must step forward and tap the opportunities created by the ecosystem.

While one startup exhibited an automated toilet seat cleaning device, another exhibited an infrared-based non-invasive scanning device for the detection of breast cancer.
A startup from the state focused on providing Al and loT-based drone services for agriculture, whereas another provided a plant-based sweetener that does not cause a
spike in blood glucose levels.

The event saw participation from various incubators, state and central govt agencies associated with innovations and startups, industry bodies, and startup founders.
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EDII kicks off start-up summit, Empresario
'26

The Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII) launched
Empresario 2026, its annual three-day start-up summit, on its campus. Now in its
15th edition, the flagship event revolves around the theme ‘NextGen Youth
Innovators,’ bringing together start-ups, aspiring entrepreneurs, investors,
mentors and students from across the country. The summit was inaugurated by
the chief guest, Arjun Modhwadia, Cabinet Minister for Science and Technology,
Forests and Environment, and Climate Change, Government of Gujarat. Over
three days, the programme will feature keynote sessions, expert talks, panel
discussions, masterclasses and workshops, as well as networking opportunities
and cultural engagements for participants.
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EDII’'s Empresario 2026 brings 1,000+ founders,
investors and students to spotlight next-gen
youth innovators
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EDII's Empresario 2026 brings 1,000+ founders, investors and
students to spotlight next-gen youth innovators : EDIl Ahmedabad
launches Empresario 2026 startup summit with Arjun Modhwadia,
Aman Gupta session and 115 innovators pitching ideas to investors.

Ahmedabad : The Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII), Ahmedabad has kicked
off the 15th edition of its flagship startup summit ‘Empresario 2026°, a three-day event focused on

next-generation youth innovators and India’s evolving startup ecosystem.


https://english.khabarpatri.com/2026/03/12/ediis-empresario-2026-brings-1000-founders-investors-and-students-to-spotlight-next-gen-youth-innovators/
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Held from March 12-14, the summit is bringing together over 1,000 students, startup founders,
investors, industry mentors and ecosystem enablers to explore opportunities in innovation-led
entrepreneurship and emerging startup sectors. The event was inaugurated by Arjun Modhwadia,
Cabinet Minister for Science & Technology, Forest & Environment and Climate Change,
Government of Gujarat, who highlighted Gujarat’s role as a strong entrepreneurial hub supporting

innovation and startup growth.

“India is entering an era defined by ideas, innovators, incubation and investment. Empowering young
innovators will strengthen the startup ecosystem and accelerate progress towards the vision of Viksit

Bharat 2047,” Modhwadia said.
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EDII Organises Empresario Startup Summit 2026

Empresario Startup Summit 2026 Gives Young Innovators Powerful Wings To Soar

EDII organises ‘Empresario 2026 Annual Startup
Summit on ‘NextGen Youth Innovators’

Jn March 12, 2026, the three-day Empresario 2026 Annual Startup Summit of the Entrepreneurship
Jevelopment Institute of India (EDII), Ahmedabad, got underway on the campus. The 15th annual
lagship event, Empresario Startup Summit 2026, is themed “NextGen Youth Innovators.” On March 14,
2026, the event will come to an end.

The Empresario Startup Summit is a nationwide gathering place for startups, modern entrepreneurs,
ndustry mentors, investors, and the student body to share entrepreneurial experiences, exchange ideas,
and obtain useful insights into creating sustainable businesses. Since its founding in 2012, Empresario
1as grown to become one of the biggest events for entrepreneurs, encouraging creativity, teamwork, and
acosystem involvement.

The summit was inaugurated by Chief Guest, Shri Arjun
Modhwadia, Hon'ble Cabinet Minister, Science & Technology
Forest & Environment, Climate Change, Gujarat. Along with
Dr. Sunil Shukla, Director General, EDII, also present on the
occasion were Mr. Hiranmay Mahanta, CEO, Innovation
Growth Hub (i-Hub); Dr. Dipan Sahu, Assistant Innovation
Director, MoE’s Innovation Cell; Ms. Prachi Patwari, Executive
Director, Nexus Infratech Pvt. Ltd. & Chairperson (2024-25),
EDII Organises Empresaric Startup Summit 2026 GCCI Business Women Committee and Mr. Yatindra Sharma

Convenor, Cll Gujarat Startup Task Force & Managing
Partner, Invesco Fiscal Services LLP.

“Gujarat is a hub of entrepreneurship and has always encouraged innovations and enterprises,” said Chief
Guest Shri Arjun Modhwadia, Hon'ble Cabinet Minister, Science & Technology, Forest & Environment,
Climate Change, Gujarat, during his inauguration speech. We can create a thriving startup ecosystem that
advances the state and the country by enabling the next generation of innovators in this age of ideas,
incubation, investors, and innovators. | think our young people have what it takes to succeed and make a


https://www.newzdaddy.com/edii-organises-empresario-startup-summit-2026/

Publication: Gujarat Headline

Date: 13 March 2026

Edition: Online

Link: https://www.gujaratheadline.com/edii-organizes-empresario-2026-annual-startup-summit-on-
nextgen-youth-innovators/

EDII Organizes ‘Empresario 2026 Annual Startup Summit
On ‘NextGen Youth Innovators’

B8 March 13, 2026 & Gujarat Headlines @ Comment(0)

Ahmedabad, March 12, 2026: The Empresario 2026, Annual Startup Summit (3-day) of the Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India
(EDII), Ahmedabad commenced on March 12 at the Institute's campus. Empresario Startup Summit 2026 is the 15th Annual Flagship

Event organised on the theme of ‘NextGen Youth Innovators. The event will conclude on March 14™ 2026.
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Ahmedabad, Gujarat: The three-day Empressario 2026 Startup Summit
began at the EDII campus, themed 'NextGen Youth Innovators'
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Ahmedabad, Gujarat: Minister Arjun Modhwadia says, "About 10-12
years ago, the term 'startup' was mostly heard in academic fields. But
after Prime Minister Narendra Modi came to power, he established a
strong startup ecosystem in India..."
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From Ideas to Impact: EDII's Empresario 2026
stnnulates Ind1a_$ N extGen Startup Revolutlon

The Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII) has set the stage for a vibrant celebration
of youth innovation with the 15th edition of Empresario Startup Summit 2026, a three-day national
gathering of entrepreneurs, investors, mentors and students.

Held on the EDIl campus in Ahmedabad from March 12 to 14, the summit revolves around the theme
“NextGen Youth Innovators”, highlighting India’s rapidly expanding entrepreneurial ecosystem and the
transformative power of youth-led enterprises.

Since its launch in 2012, Empresario has evolved into one of India’s prominent startup platforms,
nurturing innovation, fostering collaboration and connecting emerging entrepreneurs with mentors and
investors.

The summit was inaugurated by Arjun Modhwadia, Cabinet Minister for Science & Technology, Forest &
Environment and Climate Change, Government of Gujarat.

Other dignitaries present included Sunil Shukla, Director General of EDII; Hiranmay Mahanta; Dipan
Sahu: Prachi Patwari: and Yatindra Sharma.
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