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The Union Budget 2026 rightly recognises MSMEs as ‘Champion Enterprises’ central to India’s growth,
with a strong focus on equity, liquidity and professional support to help them scale sustainably. The
emphasis on women-led enterprises through initiatives like SHE-Marts is particularly encouraging,
enabling a shift from livelihoods to true enterprise ownership.

The focus on tourism as a local employment generator aligns with EDII’'s experience of building
sustainable enterprises in the sector, while the education-to-entrepreneurship push signals a timely move
from job-seeking to job-creation. Overall, this is a progressive and inclusive Budget that strengthens
India’s entrepreneurship ecosystem.

-Dr. Sunil Shukla,
Director General,
Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII), Ahmedabad
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“THE UNION Budget
2026 rightly recognises
MSMEs as ‘Champion
Enterprises’ central to
India’s growth, witha
strong focus on equity,
liquidity and
professional support to
help themscale
sustainably. The
emphasis on women-led
enterprises through
initiatives like SHE-
Martsis particularly
encouraging, enablinga
shift from livelihoods to
true enterprise
ownership.”
SUNILSHUKLA,

DIRECTOR GENERAL,
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP

The Budget rightly
recognised MSMEs
as ‘Champion
Enterprises’ central
toIndia’s growth, with
focus on equity, liquid-
ity and professional
support to help them
scale sustainably. The emphasis on wom-
en-led enterprises through initiatives
like SHE-Marts is encouraging, enabling
ashift from livelihoods to true enter-
prise ownership. The focus on tourism as
employment generator aligns with EDII's
experience of building sustainable enter-
prises in the sector. The education-to-en-
trepreneurship push signals a timely
move from job-seeking to job-creation.

= Dr Sunil Shukla,
Director General, EDII
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Entrepreneurship and Start-ups: Institutionalising risk-taking

Dr Sunil Shukla, Director General of the Entrepreneurship Development Institute of
India (EDII), calls for embedding entrepreneurship as a national growth

strategy. “The Budget should strengthen entrepreneurship through enhanced credit
guarantees, blended finance models, and interest subvention for startups and micro-

entrepreneurs,” he says.

“Dedicated support for entrepreneurship education,
incubation and scale-up, especially in Tier | and Tier II
cities, will deepen India’s startup base.”

He believes such measures are critical to sustaining India’s position as a global

startup powerhouse.
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Dr Sunil Shukla, Director General, Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII)

The Union Budget 2026 rightly recognises MSMEs as 'Champion Enterprises' central to India's
growth, with a strong focus on equity, liquidity and professional support to help them scale
sustainably. The emphasis on women-led enterprises through initiatives like SHE-Marts is
particularly encouraging, enabling a shift from livelihoods to true enterprise ownership.

The focus on tourism as a local employment generator aligns with EDII's experience of building
sustainable enterprises in the sector, while the education-to-entrepreneurship push signals a
timely move from job-seeking to job-creation. Overall, this is a progressive and inclusive Budget
that strengthens India's entrepreneurship ecosystem.
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Dr Sunil Shukla, Director General, Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII)

The Union Budget 2026 rightly recognises MSMEs as ‘Champion Enterprises’ central to India’s growth, with a
strong focus on equity, liquidity and professional support to help them scale sustainably. The emphasis on
women-led enterprises through initiatives like SHE-Marts is particularly encouraging, enabling a shift from

livelihoods to true enterprise ownership.

The focus on tourism as a local employment generator aligns with EDII’s experience of building sustainable
enterprises in the sector, while the education-to-entrepreneurship push signals a timely move from job-seeking to
job-creation. Overall, this is a progressive and inclusive Budget that strengthens India’s entrepreneurship

ecosystem.
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