PRESS RELEASE

EDII and Business Women Committee of GCCI Organise NABARD-Supported
“Gramin Bharat Mahotsav — Rl Soota” to exhibit India’s GI Heritage

Ahmedabad, January 16, 2026:

The Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII), Ahmedabad, in association with the
Business Women Committee of Gujarat Chamber of Commerce & Industry (GCCI), is
organising a four-day Geographical Indication (GI) exhibition, with the support of National
Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD). The exhibition, ‘Gramin Bharat
Mahotsav — 23l Soota’, being organised during January 16 to 19, 2026, at Rajpath Club,
Ahmedabad, aims to create awareness about GI protection, enhance market access for Gl-tagged
products and support sustainable livelihoods of artisans and rural producers across India.

Dignitaries at the event were Chief Guest, Mr B. K. Singhal, Chief General Manager,
NABARD Gujarat Regional Office and Dr Sunil Shukla, Director General, EDII.

Spread across 54 stalls representing artisans and producer groups from 11 states, the
exhibition displays a wide spectrum of Gl-tagged products, including Patan Patola, Kutch
Rogan Craft, Mata ni Pachhedi, Sankheda Furniture, Banaras Brocades, Lucknow
Chikan, Madhubani Paintings, Pochampally Ikkat, Kota Doria, Jaipur Blue Pottery and
Kashmir Saffron, among others. Alongside creating awarnedd about these unique crafts, the
exhibition will also facilitate B2B interactions and networking. While the artisans will be able to
catch the pulse of the market, they will also get opportunities to tap new avenues and market.

India today has 724 registered GI products, each carrying the imprint of its region’s skills and
resources. Gujarat alone accounts for 27 Gl-tagged products. The efforts of EDIl and NABARD
are ensuring that this intellectual property is converted into economic opportunity through
awareness, institutional support, and markets connect.

Mr. Singhal, said, “Considering that GIs have the potential to transform traditional skills into
sustainable livelihoods, NABARD and EDI|I, through their regional Gl centre, are strengthening
market positioning and enabling artisans and rural entrepreneurs to access wider markets and
realise fair value for their work.”

By aligning heritage-based products with markets, the exhibition will advance the national vision
of Vocal for Local and Atmanirbhar Bharat. EDII endeavours to bring the country’s skilled
artisans into the mainstream, so that they grow manifold, socially and economically”, said Dr.
Shukla

Beyond showcasing crafts, the Mahotsav will draw attention to the significance of Gls in
preserving traditional knowledge, safeguarding cultural heritage and strengthening regional
identities.
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Gramin Bharat Mahotsav Celebrates India’s
Living Gl Heritage

Newz Daddy Educational Updates

Gramin Bharat Mahotsav empowers Gl artisans through markets
and awareness

The Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII), Ahmedabad, in association with the Business
Women Committee of Gujarat Chamber of Commerce & Industry (GCCI), is organising a four-day
Geographical Indication (GI) exhibition with the support of the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural
Development (NABARD). The exhibition, titled Gramin Bharat Mahotsav — 72 Soota, is being held from
January 16 to 19, 2026, at Rajpath Club in Ahmedabad. Its main aim is to build public awareness about Gl
protection, improve market access for Gl-tagged products and support sustainable livelihoods for
artisans and rural producers from across the country.

Gls play an important role in protecting products that are deeply linked to a specific place and its
traditional skills. In India, Gl tags help prevent misuse and copying of traditional crafts and food products,
while also giving legal recognition to the communities that have preserved these skills for generations.
For many rural artisans, a Gl tag can increase product value, build trust among buyers and open doors to
national and international markets.

The exhibition was inaugurated in the presence of Chief Guest Mr B. K. Singhal, Chief General Manager of
NABARD Gujarat Regional Office, and Dr Sunil Shukla, Director General of EDII. Their presence highlights
the strong institutional backing behind the event and reflects a shared focus on rural development,
entrepreneurship and heritage-based livelihoods.

Spread across 56 stalls, the exhibition brings together artisans and producer groups from 11 Indian
states. Visitors can see and purchase a wide range of Gl-tagged products, including Patan Patola, Kutch
Rogan Craft, Mata ni Pachhedi, Sankheda Furniture, Banaras Brocades, Lucknow Chikan, Madhubani
Paintings, Pochampally Ikkat, Kota Doria, Jaipur Blue Pottery and Kashmir Saffron. Each of these
products represents years of tradition, hand skill and cultural identity. For example, Patan Patola weaving
involves complex double ikat techniques passed down within families, while Rogan art from Kutch uses
natural colours and hand-drawn designs that can take weeks to complete.
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gcci-and-nabard
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Ahmedabad, Gujarat: The four-day “Grameen Bharat Mahotsav - Rang
Suta” opened in Ahmedabad, showcasing Gl-tagged products from 11
states across 54 stalls, including Patola, Rogan art, Banarasi brocades,
Madhubani paintings, and Kashmiri saffron
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