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NCW and EDII Unite to Champion Women’s Entrepreneurship and
Empowerment

Ahmedabad, July 3, 2025: In a step towards fostering inclusive growth and economic self-reliance, the
Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII), Ahmedabad, in collaboration with the
National Commission for Women (NCW), conducted an interactive session of Smt. Vijaya K.
Rahatkar, Chairperson, NCW with women entrepreneurs.

This event which was held at EDII’s campus also had the presence of Mrs. Shivani Dey, Deputy
Secretary, NCW; Mr. Ramawatar Singh, Head — Training, NCW and Dr. Sunil Shukla, Director
General, EDILI.

One of the highlights of the event was a workshop on “‘YASHODA AD’, a digital literacy programme
specially designed to teach women the basics of Artificial Intelligence and Cybersecurity.

Smt. Vijaya K. Rahatkar spoke about the need to give women more opportunities to lead, build
businesses, and keep up with the fast-changing digital world.

Addressing the women entrepreneurs, Smt. Rahatkar said, “Empowering women isn’t just about giving
them skills — it’s about building confidence and shifting mindsets. Women should feel safe, capable and
ready to lead, whether it’s in business, technology or everyday life. With novel initiatives and with
meaningful partnerships, NCW is helping women step into the world of technology and innovations. Al is
a new and rapidly growing field, offering immense opportunities and possibilities for women. NCW’s
effort is to ensure that our daughters and sisters understand, learn and move forward in this emerging
technology. We are committed to empowering every woman in the field of Al, so that they can also play a
significant role in developing the future of our nation.”

In the year 2023-24, EDII in collaboration with NCW conducted 100 Entrepreneurship Awareness
Programmes (EAPs) across 35 states and Union Territories, reaching out to 5,976 aspiring women
entrepreneurs. In addition to these capacity-building initiatives, the Institute has also partnered with NCW
to undertake research studies in Varanasi and Indore, conducting Women’s Safety Audit to assess the
safety levels experienced by women in public and workplace settings.

Dr. Sunil Shukla, Director General, EDII, said, “NCW’s novel efforts, as well as and progressive
national and state schemes and policies for promoting women entrepreneurship envision an inventive new
generation of entrepreneurs who will build startups on the premise of knowledge, innovations and
technology. NCW and EDII’s joint effort has also been rewarding in the way it has built capacities and
generated knowledge among aspiring women entrepreneurs.”

The interactive session was attended by around 250 participants who discussed the challenges they faced,
the lessons they learned, and how capacity building programmes could help them evolve as visionary
entrepreneurs.

Smt. Vijaya K. Rahatkar, Chairperson, NCW also inaugurated exhibition which was put up by EDII
trained artisans.
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EDIl and NCW conduct YASHODA Al workshop

The Entrepreneurship Development
Institute of India (EDII), Ahmedabad,
and the National Commission for
Women, to conduct an interactive
session with Vijaya K Rahatkar,
Chairperson of NCW, for women
entrepreneurs. The event included
a workshop on YASHODA Al, a digital
literacy programme designed to
teach women the basics of Artifi-
cial Intelligence and Cybersecurity
along with an exhibition by EDII
trained artisans.




Publication: Divya Bhaskar

Date: 04 July 2025

Edition: Ahmedabad

Page: 01

HEel 1IN e sl AG252 5,

‘UlarRAAIRIS A25d Vil
esloisclugim ciaguser

VIHEIAE yocin  (QeulE-dla Al Sla1c weid
S ws ortadl dd 534 [sfrea [aouy- €2

2slsdl Moot ol
A5 M2 UMEL AL 45201
qeadl,  Ab-=Ey
Jadquire SlRezz »ig
§ [F5 w i

wod & a'®

o ¥

o 5 9l u W
wdly Hea =T
HL YL A Al F
sm [oal ™
A 25k
slordl 2l
Hlealil Al (331 a9)fq
Alaal 2zl Hlea »uait
e 54U (U5 Ao 1Rl
qioadl %69 4aEl Al
AL Hlsal 2B
HIZ Al HEAAL 513854
q1oadl. i [aarul 21eess
AU &, ‘YIEL Al USA-AL
Gaa sfsal A1z,

5291l 9. B se{l4] sl
wind sal uedl, lsauil i
25(5+L GuAIoL DAl 9y
atdl da 3 asdl. Gyid
1 SSURL SR AL
AU |-l

o Ml YAEd
~ Y.L 59 asil.
S R
sd  wulEs
A5 s+l
Ca dslél
A aaH oal w3 9.
zatel waldll (as w2
2 slcdl2pel ALl HlEcil
AlSd AHErAL M 9L
el A dd weid q
Myt 8. v a5olyM
sl Hudiid  H2L,
A2, Azeodldl, %0l
el 2 [l Muledl »eus.




Publication: Gujarat Samachar

Date: 04 July 2025
Edition: Ahmedabad
Page: 01

WS Gerorus Rsdy,
mt@dszm U2 adw

 Hgldle w{lu *L[éc-u uml% A
l | - AeRBRAY Yaduiee SRezye
s SRl AYsd  Gusd  HRal
GellorilsRisdl i alsasel [y uR
51454 dlogdl ol HRaRllAl qdAHIANS
Qs 2 20Bs iR Uied
Ayl 252 Aot 1oy . HBel 2Ll
g QoL 281252 HBeplA 5§ ed 3,
‘YRl A5 oildd] §5d due Slaed
Ueld 539 dl, uig dudl 2ucifauy
qeRAL 2 RSl YRadH dlaal i
yeL e, {8l Uldin YR, uaH, Adc
12 A AqHaq 33 0.7 GURid sdsHui
‘Qallel .08, wR asaly 530 Rlsea
A&l U HIR Y5l el




Publication: Sandesh City Life
Date: 05 July 2025

Edition: Ahmedabad

Page: 01

iRl 2 MRS 2u21sdls 216l 2112
oiall 2sleiscl ueruaoyd oield) RaleS?

EDIT wid #(&en Gelbr zeliis e emelAI ase\ug emahtm 53

“Bari Al (42 23l caa w2 0dlu
A3 e 2Py 21 5322 [Big2 Ao (FSL) g1
auaduHl 2iadl Fesn, waleL AT 1 L 30
gl ARy Jaqui-z Sz
215 S5 (EDIT) vud ulda Gella sl
HIZ AT 132 5105 2 521 2412
¢d. 20dla uBar Andarn wam [oa
21252 Uldit Geane Aoyl 7eu ¢q 3
‘sllet AT udarl Gagu 8cvild - v 94
1S Gellar e s 2 Ranbidzin - o34
AT 5l et 534 Blrza [@euyi g2
sl 8. AT %l 62 dsl4) sanauuna sul
wl, uRail 5 2 25UdiAl du
2aril a4 Wil A Gualon 53 usdl 1€l uig
AGURUSIR U AGHR 0l Wttt gzﬁm wat
54l sl dudl 58 3 ulaill ¢d 2ulls
Aasdlsedl el asdldl Ad wam oard

¥R @. ulaeu mlsvﬂsmm w[‘a‘is{\ma
Srelaradl oist w2 MR sl 8iesd
opeued 3 et bl s, 2s-idieo
Al HlReil Al 2w dxm ol 34
At A i A Heayst 8. dlu wlda
2 et AR Bl 39 20 wdar
Ye1eHs G221 U2 WSLA WL Y312 8 5 20
sA5H 25Al g Galdt weBsdin
LS AN HEE 3 A1 a6 945 9.




Publication: Rajasthan Patrika
Date: 04 July 2025

Edition: Ahmedabad

Page: 02

$E13MFaE | AieeT ST | HaTe, AN T3S W SR ot

IHEER. T ugen fomm wom (EerdsE) § uieensii @1 usng 3R "
AN (EHEY) & gy wigen Uil & Wy dae  fEid @ Seed @ &
oo e A Fefr s FRiEHF A TEta @ fou Bowey 9 e
B FA T EE R | 39 F-M H 30 G T 2 ) F8i aarn = 6
@ 2 ewdi afeai iR aed a2, ufverr fowm sreger 2023-24 #®, EiamEamg
AETERTE Lol FI0a  THEaR e AR EMEE F gy & Team ¥ 35
qofl § 9@ a8 P OHE, Weleush  SLgHiel  YFen TS, e INfHd wawi | 100
A AR M e | uAE F o Sufiyd @1 3E 250 wfgensi  Sufar  Smresar FRiEH
T g Heen Sl quEd a9 &1 A e formm fpu, S 5,976 wigen
mngmawm ToE ¥ 3Em % Wy A B Ses B T
mgmﬁmﬁw mﬁﬁi%%ﬁ;’?ﬁm el v A S ReR

| T yFl

A AR I WRAE 3AMa wEwen & o @ 2 R =




Publication: Times of India
Date: 04 July 2025
Edition: Ahmedabad

Page: 04




Publication: Political & Business Daily
Date: 04 July 2025

Edition: Bhubaneshwar

Page: 09

NCW and EDII collaborate to
empower women entrepreneurs

PBD BUREAU
AHMEDABAD, JUL 3

IN a significant move toward fos-
tering women's entrepreneurship,
the Entrepreneurship
Development Institute of India
(EDII) in Ahmedabad, in collabo-
ration  with the National
Commuission for Women (NCW),
hosted an interactive session with
Vijaya K. Rahatkar, Chairperson of
NCW.

The event, attended by promi-
nent figures including Shivani
Dey, Deputy Secretary, NCW, and
Dr. Sunil Shukla, Director General,
EDII, focused on empowering
women in business and technolo-

D

Y
One of the key highlights was a

[ ypeee sotirm |

workshop on “YASHODA Al, a
digital literacy program aimed at
teaching women the fundamentals
of Artificial Intelligence and
Cybersecurity.

Rahatkar emphasized the need
for women to lead, innovate, and
embrace digital advancements.
“"Empowering women is not just
about skills; it’s about confidence
and a mindset shift,” she said. “Al
offers immense opportunities for
women to shape the future.”

In the 2023-24 period, EDIl and
NCW conducted 100

Entrepreneurship Awareness
Programmes (EAPs) across 35
states, reaching 5976 aspiring
women entrepreneurs. They also
collaborated on research studies in
Varanasi and Indore, focusing on
women's safety in public and
workplace environments.

Dr. Shukla added, “NCW' ini-
tiatives, along with national
schemes, aim to nurture a new
generation of women entrepre-
neurs who will drive innovation
and technology.”

Around 250 participants attend-
ed the session, discussing chal-
lenges, lessons leamed, and how
capacity-building initiatives could
help them grow as visionary entre-
preneurs. The event concluded
with the inauguration of an exhibi-
tion by EDIl-trained artisans.
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NCW chairperson meets Gujarat Chief Minister Patel

Gandhinagar: Nation-
al Commission for Wom-

en (NCW) chairperson
Vijaya Rahatkar be an
her two-day visit to
jarat on Thursday.

She paid a courtesy
visit to chief minister Bh-
upendra Patel and held
a review meeting with
DGP Vikas Sahay and
top police officers at the
Police Bhavan.

Rahatkar participated
in an interaction with
women entrepreneurs at
the EDIl campus and in-
augurated the Yashoda
Al training programme.
She then met with the
DGP and other top police

1\\“ ”‘{

l.i b

officers to review the sta-
tus of crimes against
women in the state.

She also conducted
a review meeting with
the chief secretary and
other senior officers on
the implementation of

the POSH Act in the
state and the status of
training of local commit-
tee members in eight
districts of central Gujar-
at.

Later in the day, the

NCW chairperson also
resided over a pubhc
earing under the ‘Rash-

triya Mahila Aayog Aap-

ke Dwar' campaign. Lat-
er in the evening, Rahat-

kar also presided over a
‘Sashakta Naari Sam-

vad' at Gandhinagar.

On Friday, the NCW
chairperson will visit Ba-
naskantha district in
north Gujarat, where she
will participate in a train-
ing programme for wom-
en and will also inaugu-
rate the Yashoda Al
training programme in
Palanpur.
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NCW and EDII Unite to Champion Women’s Entrepreneurship and Empowerment

Ahmedabad, (ENS): In a
step towards fostering
inclusive growth and
economic self-reliance,
the Entrepreneurship
Development Institute of
India (EDII), Ahmedabad,
in collaboration with the
National Commission for
Women (NCW),
conducted an interactive
session of Smt. Vijaya K.
Rahatkar, Chairperson,
NCW with women
entrepreneurs.

This event which was
held at EDII's campus
also had the presence of
Mrs. Shivani Dey, Deputy
Secretary, NCW; Mr.
Ramawatar Singh, Head -
Training, NCW and Dr.
Sunil Shukla, Director

General, EDIIL

One of the highlights of
the event was a workshop
on ‘“YASHODA AI’, a
digital literacy
programme specially
designed to teach women
the basics of Artificial
Intelligence and
Cybersecurity.

Smt. Vijaya K. Rahatkar
spoke about the need to
give women  more
opportunities to lead,
build businesses, and keep
up with the fast-changing
digital world.
Addressing the women
entrepreneurs,  Smt.
Rahatkar said,
“Empowering women
isn’t just about giving
them skills — it's about

building confidence and
shifting mindsets. Women
should feel safe, capable
and ready to lead, whether
it's in business,
technology or everyday
life. With novel initiatives
and with meaningful
partnerships, NCW is
helping women step into
the world of technology
and innovations. Al is a
new and rapidly growing
field, offering immense
opportunities and
possibilities for women.
NCW's effort is to ensure
that our daughters and
sisters understand, learn
and move forward in this
emerging technology. We
are  committed to
empowering every

woman in the field of Al
so that they can also play
a significant role in
developing the future of
our nation.”

In the year 2023-24, EDII
in collaboration with
NCW conducted 100
Entrepreneurship
Awareness Programmes
(EAPs) across 35 states
and Union Territories,
reaching out to 5,976
aspiring women
entrepreneurs. In addition
to these capacity-building
initiatives, the Institute
has also partnered with
NCW to undertake
research studies in
Varanasi and Indore,
conducting Women'’s
Safety Audit to assess the

safety levels experienced
by women in public and
workplace settings.

Dr. Sunil Shukla, Director
General, EDII, said,
“NCW'’s novel efforts, as
well as and progressive
national and state schemes
and policies for promoting
women entrepreneurship
envision an inventive new
generation of
entreprencurs who will
build startups on the
premise of knowledge,
innovations and
technology. NCW and
EDII's joint effort has also
been rewarding in the way
it has built capacities and
generated knowledge
among aspiring women
entrepreneurs.”
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Ahmedabad Ahmedabad Speaks

EDIl and NCW conduct YASHODA Al
workshop

EDIl and NCW conduct YASHODA Al workshop

Ahmedabad Mirror
Assedebadiirror  Jul 04, 2025 06:00 AM | UPDATED: Jul 04, 2025 - a

01:24 AM | 1 min read

The Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII), Ahmedabad, and
the National Commission for Women, to conduct an interactive session with
Vijaya K Rahatkar, Chairperson of NCW, for women entrepreneurs. The event
included a workshop on YASHODA Al, a digital literacy programme designed
to teach women the basics of Artificial Intelligence and Cybersecurity along
with an exhibition by EDII trained artisans.
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YASHODA AI — NCW, EDII and FSL Team up to Equip Women With Crucial Al

Literacy for Women

A wave of excitement swept through the Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII) in

Ahmedabad on July 3, 2025, as a special workshop under the YASHODA Al initiative wrapped up. This amazing
effort is all about helping women entrepreneurs, members of Self-Help Groups (SHGs), and college students learn
about Artificial Intelligence (AI) and how it can boost their businesses and lives. It's a big step towards a future

where every woman in India can use technology to achieve her dreams.



https://www.newzdaddy.com/ai-literacy-for-women-ignites/?amp=1

Publication: IANS

Date: 03 July 2025

Edition: Online

Link: https://x.com/ians_india/status/1940670872991551907 ?t=BKJUy18M3FRUOQOjyBZnfo7g&s=08

mas IANS D ),
@ians_india

Gandhinagar, Gujarat: The Entrepreneurship Development Institute of
India (EDH) and the National Commission for Women (NCW) held a joint
session to promote women’s entrepreneurship. Senior officials were
present at the event

IANS & e I
@isns_india

NS

Gandhinagar, Gujarat: NCW Chairperson VijayaRahatkar says, "Today
the National Commission for Women is in Ahmedabad, Gujarat and | am
delighted to be here at EDII. Our entrepreneurial sisters from Gujarat
have done remarkable work, managing their homes while showcasing
their handicrafts..”
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Ahmedabad : In a step towards fostering inclusive growth and economic self-reliance, the Entrepreneurship
Development Institute of India (EDII), Ahmedabad, in collaboration with the National Commission for Women
(NCW), conducted an interactive session of Smt. Vijaya K. Rahatkar, Chairperson, NCW with women
entrepreneurs.

This event which was held at EDII’s campus also had the presence of Mrs. Shivani Dey, Deputy Secretary, NCW;
Mr. Ramawatar Singh, Head - Training, NCW and Dr. Sunil Shukla, Director General, EDII.

One of the highlights of the event was a workshop on “YASHODA Al a digital literacy programme specially
designed to teach women the basics of Artificial Intelligence and Cybersecurity.

Smt. Vijaya K. Rahatkar spoke about the need to give women more opportunities to lead, build businesses, and
keep up with the fast-changing digital world.

Addressing the women entrepreneurs, Smt. Rahatkar said, “Empowering women isn’t just about giving them skills
— it's about building confidence and shifting mindsets. Women should feel safe, capable and ready to lead, whether
it's in business, technology or everyday life. With novel initiatives and with meaningful partnerships, NCW is
helping women step into the world of technology and innovations. Al is a new and rapidly growing field, offering
immense opportunities and possibilities for women. NCW's effort is to ensure that our daughters and sisters
understand, learn and move forward in this emerging technology. We are committed to empowering every woman
in the field of Al, so that they can also play a significant role in developing the future of our nation.”

Inthe year 2023-24, EDII in collaboration with NCW conducted 100 Entrepreneurship Awareness Programmes
(EAPs) across 35 states and Union Territories, reaching out to 5,976 aspiring women entrepreneurs. In addition to
these capacity-building initiatives, the Institute has also partnered with NCW to undertake research studies in
Varanasi and Indore, conducting Women's Safety Audit to assess the safety levels experienced by women in public

and workplace settings.

Dr. Sunil Shukla, Director General, EDII, said, “NCW'’s novel efforts, as well as and progressive national and state
schemes and policies for promoting women entrepreneurship envision an inventive new generation of
entrepreneurs who will build startups on the premise of knowledge, innovations and technology. NCW and EDII's
joint effort has also been rewarding in the way it has built capacities and generated knowledge among aspiring
women entrepreneurs.”’

The interactive session was attended by around 250 participants who discussed the challenges they faced, the
lessons they learned, and how capacity building programmes could help them evolve as visionary entrepreneurs.

Smt. Vijaya K. Rahatkar, Chairperson, NCW also inaugurated exhibition which was put up by EDII trained artisans.
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In a step towards fostering inclusive growth and economic self-reliance, the
Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII), Ahmedabad, in collaboration
with the National Commission for Women (NCW), conducted an interactive session of
smt. Vijaya K. Rahatkar, Chairperson, NCW with women entrepreneurs.

This event which was held at EDIlI's campus also had the presence of Mrs. Shivani Dey,
Deputy Secretary, NCW; Mr. Ramawatar Singh, Head — Training, NCW and Dr. Sunil
Shukla, Director General, EDII.

One of the highlights of the event was a workshop on “YASHODA Al', a digital literacy
programme specially designed to teach women the basics of Artificial Intelligence and

Cybersecurity.

Smt. Vijaya K. Rahatkar spoke about the need to give women more opportunities to lead,

build businesses, and keep up with the fast-changing digital world.

Addressing the women entrepreneurs, Smt. Rahatkar said, “Empowering women isn’t
just about giving them skills — it’s about building confidence and shifting mindsets.
Women should feel safe, capable and ready to lead, whether it's in business, technology
or everyday life. With novel initiatives and with meaningful partnerships, NCW is helping
women step into the world of technology and innovations. Al is o new and rapidly
growing field, offering immense opportunities and possibilities for women. NCW's effort
is to ensure that our daughters and sisters understand, learn and move forward in this
emerging technology. We are committed to empowering every woman in the field of Al

so that they can also play a significant role in developing the future of our nation.”

In the year 2023-24, EDIl in collaboration with NCW conducted 100 Entrepreneurship
Awareness Programmes (EAPs) across 35 states and Union Territories, reaching out to
5,976 aspiring women entrepreneurs. In addition to these capacity-building initiatives,
the Institute has also partnered with NCW to undertake research studies in Varanasi and
Indore, conducting Women’s Safety Audit to assess the safety levels experienced by

women in public and workplace settings.
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Dr. Sunil Shukla, Director General, EDII, said, “NCW’ novel efforts, as well as and
progressive national and state schemes and policies for promoting women
entrepreneurship envision an inventive new generation of entrepreneurs who will build
startups on the premise of knowledge, innovations and technology. NCW and EDIl's joint
effort has also been rewarding in the way it has built copacities and generated

knowledge among aspiring women entrepreneurs.”

The interactive session was attended by around 250 participants who discussed the
challenges they faced, the lessons they learned, and how capacity building programmes

could help them evolve as visionary entrepreneurs.

Smt. Vijaya K. Rahatkar, Chairperson, NCW also inaugurated exhibition which was put up
by EDII trained artisans.

About Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII)

The Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII), Ahmedabad, was set up in

1983 as an autonomous and not-for-profit Institute with the support of apex financial
institutions - the IDBI Bank Ltd., IFCI Ltd., ICICI Bank Ltd., and State Bank of India (SBI).

The Government of Gujarat pledged twenty-three acres of land on which stands the
majestic and sprawling EDIl Campus. EDII has been recognised as the CENTRE OF
EXCELLENCE by the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship, Government of

India. For more information, visit: www.ediindia.org
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Ahmedabad: In a move aimed at promoting inclusive growth and economic self-sufficiency, the
Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII), Ahmedabad, partnered with the National
Commission for Women (NCW) to host an engaging session led by Smt—Vijaya K. Rahatkar, Chairperson

of the NCW, specifically for women entrepreneurs.

This event which was held at EDII’'s campus also had the presence of Mrs. Shivani Dey, Deputy Secretary,

NCW; Mr. Ramawatar Singh, Head - Training, NCW and Dr. Sunil Shukla, Director General, EDII.

One of the highlights of the event was a workshop on *YASHODA Al', a digital literacy programme

specially designed to teach women the basics of Artificial Intelligence and Cybersecurity.

Smt. Vijaya K. Rahatkar spoke about the need to give women more opportunities to lead, build

businesses, and keep up with the fast-changing digital world.



https://english.khabarpatri.com/2025/07/04/ncw-and-edii-join-forces-to-promote-womens-entrepreneurship-and-empowerment/
https://english.khabarpatri.com/2025/07/04/ncw-and-edii-join-forces-to-promote-womens-entrepreneurship-and-empowerment/

Addressing the women entrepreneurs, Smt. Rahatkar said, “Empowering women isn’t just about
giving them skills — it's about building confidence and shifting mindsets. Women should feel safe,
capable and ready to lead, whether it’s in business, technology or everyday life. With novel initiatives
and with meaningful partnerships, NCW is helping women step into the world of technology and
innovations. Al is a new and rapidly growing field, offering immense opportunities and possibilities for
women. NCW's effort is to ensure that our daughters and sisters understand, learn and move forward in
this emerging technology. We are committed to empowering every woman in the field of Al, so that they

can also play a significant role in developing the future of our nation.”

In the year 2023-24, EDIl in collaboration with NCW conducted 100 Entrepreneurship Awareness
Programmes (EAPs) across 35 states and Union Territories, reaching out to 5,976 aspiring women
entrepreneurs. In addition to these capacity-building initiatives, the Institute has also partnered with
NCW to undertake research studies in Varanasi and Indore, conducting Women'’s Safety Audit to assess

the safety levels experienced by women in public and workplace settings.

Dr. Sunil Shukla, Director General, EDII, said, “NCW’s novel efforts, as well as and progressive national
and state schemes and policies for promoting women entrepreneurship envision an inventive new
generation of entrepreneurs who will build startups on the premise of knowledge, innovations and
technology. NCW and EDII's joint effort has also been rewarding in the way it has built capacities and

generated knowledge among aspiring women entreprenetrs.”

The interactive session was attended by around 250 participants who discussed the challenges they
faced, the lessons they learned, and how capacity building programmes could help them evolve as
visionary entrepreneurs. Smt. Vijaya K. Rahatkar, Chairperson, NCW also inaugurated exhibition which

was put up by EDII trained artisans.
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Ahmedabad: To foster inclusive growth and enhance economic self-sufficiency, the
Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII) in Ahmedabad collaborated with the
National Commission for Women (NCW) to organize an engaging session for women

entrepreneurs, led by Smt. Vijaya K. Rahatkar, the Chairperson of the NCW.

This event which was held at EDIl's campus also had the presence of Mrs. Shivani Dey, Deputy
Secretary, NCW; Mr. Ramawatar Singh, Head — Training, NCW and Dr. Sunil Shukla, Director
General, EDIL

One of the highlights of the event was a workshop on ‘YASHODA Al', a digital literacy
programme specially designed to teach women the basics of Artificial Intelligence and

Cybersecurity.

Smt. Vijaya K. Rahatkar spoke about the need to give women more opportunities to lead, build

businesses, and keep up with the fast-changing digital world.

Addressing the women entrepreneurs, Smt. Rahatkar said, “Empowering women isn’t just about
giving them skills — it's about building confidence and shifting mindsets. Women should feel
safe, capable and ready to lead, whether it’s in business, technology or everyday life. With
novel initiatives and with meaningful partnerships, NCW is helping women step into the world
of technology and innovations. Al is a new and rapidly growing field, offering immense
opportunities and possibilities for women. NCW's effort is to ensure that our daughters and
sisters understand, learn and move forward in this emerging technology. We are committed to
empowering every woman in the field of Al, so that they can also play a significant role in

developing the future of our nation.”

In the year 2023-24, EDII in collaboration with NCW conducted 100 Entrepreneurship
Awareness Programmes (EAPs) across 35 states and Union Territories, reaching out to 5,976
aspiring women entrepreneurs. In addition to these capacity-building initiatives, the Institute
has also partnered with NCW to undertake research studies in Varanasi and Indore, conducting
Women's Safety Audit to assess the safety levels experienced by women in public and

workplace settings.
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Dr. Sunil Shukla, Director General, EDII, said, “NCW'’s novel efforts, as well as and progressive
national and state schemes and policies for promoting women entrepreneurship envision an
inventive new generation of entrepreneurs who will build startups on the premise of
knowledge, innovations and technology. NCW and EDII's joint effort has also been rewarding in
the way it has built capacities and generated knowledge among aspiring women
entrepreneurs.”

The interactive session was attended by around 250 participants who discussed the
challenges they faced, the lessons they learned, and how capacity building programmes could

help them evolve as visionary entrepreneurs.

Smt. Vijaya K. Rahatkar, Chairperson, NCW also inaugurated exhibition which was put up by EDII

trained artisans.
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